Imam Jalaluddin Suyuti writes : 

" Oftenly , The question regarding the use of Tasbih with beads comes forwards that whether it 
has any origin and basis in Sunnah. In the response to this question I have compiled this Juzz 
(article) , in which I have collected the Ahadith and Athaar pertaining to this subject .And help is 
from Allah alone . 

1. 

Abdullah bin Amr (r.a) narrated: 

" I saw the Prophet(|£f^) counting the Tasbih on his hand (fingers) ." 



Sunan Timidhi , 5/521 # 3486 ; 5/478 ft 3411 

Sunan Abu Dawud , 2/81 U 1502 [ The Sub narrator Ibn Qudamah added : " With his right hand"] 

Sunan Nasai , 3/79 # 1355 

Sahih Ibn Hibban , 3/123 # 843 

Mustadrak Hakim , 1/731, 732 # 2005 , # 2006 

Musnad Bazzar , 6/387 # 2406 



2. 

Humaidah bint Yasir narrated from her grandmother Yusairah - and she was one of those 
who emigrated - she said: 

"The Messenger of Allah (0) said to us: " Hold fast to At-Tasbih, At-Tahlil, and At- 
Taqdis, And do not become heedless (from it) , lest you(may) forget Tawhid.And count 
them upon the fmgers(tips), for indeed they shall be questioned, and they will be made to 
speak." 

[ These words are ofMustdrak Hakim , 1/732 # 2007 ] 

"The Messenger of Allah (0) said to us: 'Hold fast to At-Tasbih, At-Tahlil, and At- 
Taqdis, and count them upon the fingertips, for indeed they shall be questioned, and they 
will be made to speak. And do not become heedless, so that you forget about the Mercy 
(of Allah).'" 



Sunan Tirmidhi ,5/571 #3583 
Musannaflbn Abi Shaiba,2/160 # 7656 
Sahih Ibn Hibban , 3/122 # 842 
Tabarani, Al-Mu'jam al Kabir, 25/73 ft 180 



3. 



Safiyah(r.a) narrated that , " The Messenger of Allah entered upon me and before 
me were four thousand date pits, I was making Tasbih with them. He(^') asked " What 

is this O daughter of Huyayy ? " I said , " I am making tasbih with them " . He (j^) said 
" Since I stood here near you, I have read more tasbeeh than you " .1 said , " O 
Prophet(,i|^) please teach me that tasbih . He said , " Say this : 'Glory is to Allah 
according to the number of whatever he has created' " . 

Mustadrak Hakim , 1/732 # 2008 
Tabarani ,AI-Mu'jam a I Kabir, 24/74 # 195 
Sunan Tirmidhi , 5/555 #3554 
MusnadAbu Ya'la , 13/35 # 7118 



4. 

Narrated Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas(r.a) : 

Once Sa'd, with the Messenger of Allah visited a woman in front of whom were 

some date-stones or pebbles which she was using as a rosary to glorify Allah. He (the 
Prophet) said: I tell you something which would be easier (or more excellent) for you 
than that. He said (it consisted of saying): "Glory be to Allah" as many times as the 
number of that which He has created in Heaven; "Glory be to Allah" as many times as the 
number of that which He has created on Earth; "Glory be to Allah" as many times as the 
number of that which He has created between them; "Glory be to Allah" as many times as 
the number of that which He is creating; "Allah is most great" a similar number of times; 
"Praise (be to Allah)" a similar number of times; and "There is no god but Allah" a 
similar number of times; "There is no might and no power except in Allah" a similar 
number of times. 



Sunan Abu Dawud , 2/80 # 1500 

Sunan Tirmidhi, 5/562 #3568 

Mustadrak Hakim ,1/732 # 2009 

Sahih Ibn Hibban , 3/118 # 837 

Musnad Abu Ya'la , 2/66 #710 

Musnad Bazzar , 4/39 # 1201 

Maqdasi, Ahadees al Mukhtara , 3/210 # 1011 



5. 



A leather sheet used to be spread for Abu Safiyah - the slave of Prophet(|i?i^) . Then a 
pouch containing pebbles used to be brought . He would do tasbeeh on them till afternoon 
,then the sheet would be rolled up. After offering the Zuhr Salah , again the sheet used to 
be spread and pebbles would be placed(on it) , and he would do tasbeeh on them till the 
evening . 



Baihaqi,Shu'ab ul lman,2/187 # 711 
Ibn Asakir,Tarikh al Damishq, 4/293 
Ibn Jawzi, Sifat us Safwah , 2/7 

Ibn Hajar Asqalani , Al-lsabahfi Tamyiz as Sahaba , 1/187 ; Ibn Kathir,AI Bidaya wan Nihaya,5/343 



6. 

Yunus bin Ubaidah narrates from his mother that she said , " I saw a person from the 
companions of Prophet(^) whose name was Abu Safiyyah and he was a man of 
steadfastness ( and was our neighbor) .He used to recite Tasbih on pebbles." 



Ahmed bin Hanbal, Hal wa Marifat ar Rijal, 2/137 #1796 ; 3/272 ft 5205 

Ibn Sa'ad, Tabqat ul Kubra, 7/43 

Abi Nu'aym , Marifat al Sahaba , 5/2938 

Ibn Mandah , Marifat al Sahaba , 1/925 

Ibn Athir, Asad ul Ghabah ,6/171 



7. 

Hakeem al Dailami narrates , " Sa'ad bin Abi Waqqas used to recite tasbih on pebbles ." 
[ Ibn Sa'ad, Tabqat ul Kubra , 3/106 ] 



8. 

A maid of Sa'ad bin Abi Waqqas narrates that , " Sa'ad bin Abi Waqqas used to recite 
Tasbih on pebbles or date pits ." 

[ Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba ,2/161 # 7658 , 7659 ] 



9. 



Jabir (r.a) narrates from a Woman who said , " Fatimah bint Husain(r.a) used to recite 
Tasbih on a Thread with knots on it " 

[ Ibn Sa'ad Jabaqat ul Kubra , 8/346 ; Ibn Asakir Tarikh al Damishq , 70/23 ] 



10. 

Nu'aym bin Muharrar narrates from his Grandfather Abu Huraira(r.a) that, he had a 
thread with one thousand knots on it . He would not sleep until he had recited Tasbih on 
it . 



Abu Nu'aym ,Hilyat ul Awliya ,1/383 
Ibn Jawzi ,Sifat us Safwah, 1/268 
Dhahbi, Tadhkirat ul Huffaz , 1/30 
Ibn Kathir ,AI-Bidaya wan Nihaya,8/112 



11. 

Qasim bin Abdur Rahman narrated that , " Abu Darda (r.a) had the seeds of Ajwah Dates 
,which he would keep in a pouch . After offering the Fajr Salah , he used to remove them 
( seeds ) one by one ( from the pouch) and recite Tasbih on them until the seeds would 
finish . 



[ Ahmed bin Hanbal , AI-Zuhd,l/116 # 758 ] 



12. 

Abu Huraira (r.a) used to recite Tasbih on clean seeds or seeds which had become white 
due to extensive use . 

[ Qasim bin Salam Baghdad! , Gharib ul Hadees, 4/202; Ibn Jawzi ,Gharib ul Hadees, 1/155 ; 
Ibn AthirJazari, Gharib ul Hadees, 1/269 ] 



13. 

Daylami records that , Ali (r.a) narrated Marfu'an , " What an excellent means are the 
beads (of Tasbih), for the Zikr (of Allah) . 



14. 



Abu Sa'eed Khudri (r.a) used to recite Tasbih on pebbles . 

{ He would take three pebbles and keep them on his thigh ,and while saying tasbih one by 
one he would keep the each pebble down } 

[ Musannaflbn Abi Shaiba ,2/161 U 7660 ] 



15. 

Abu Nadhrah narrated from a man of Tufawah that he said , " Once I stayed with Abu 
Huraira (r.a) . He had a purse which contained pebbles or kernels . He would recite 
Tasbih( SubhanAllah -SubhanAllah) on them untill they were finished ." 

[ Musannaflbn Abi Shaiba ,2/161 #7661 ] 



16. 

Zadaan said , " I took the Tasbih of Umm Yafur from her . But when I came to Ali (r.a) 
he said to me ' ( O Aba Umar) Give Umm Yafur her Tasbih back ' " . 

[ Musannaflbn Abi Shaiba ,2/161 # 7662 ] 

/ ( Suyuti ) ,in a book called ' Tuhfatul Ibaad ' whose author is contemporary of Jalal 
Bulqini ,have seen an excellent discussion on the issue of Tasbih . He wrote that , 
" Some scholars deem that it is better to count the tasbih on fingers ,than on beads as in 
the Hadith of Ibn Amr . 

But it would be more appropriate to say that , If the one reciting tasbih does not have the 
fear(problem) of forgetting then counting on fingers is better for him .Otherwise the 
beads are better for Tasbeeh . The Beads for Tasbeeh has been used by such 
Guides (leaders) of Islam who are relied upon and from whom benefit is seeked(taken) ; 
Like Abu Huraira (r.a) , who had a thread in which there were two thousand knots .Every 
night before sleeping he used to recite twelve thousand tasbeeh on it . This has been 
narrated by Ikrimah " * 

I* Dhahbi, Al Kashif, 2/469 # 6881,Tarikh al Islam 4/35S; Ibn Rajab Lataifal Ma 'rif ,1/285, ] 



17. 



Abu Nadhrah reported: An old man of Tufawah said to me: I was a guest of Abu 
Hurayrah at Medina. I did not find any one of the companions of the Prophet more 
devoted to worship and more hospitable than Abu Hurayrah. 

One day I was with him when he was sitting on his bed. He had a purse which contained 
pebbles or kernels. A black slave-girl of his was sitting below. Counting them he was 
glorifying Allah. When the pebbles or the kernels in the purse were finished, she gathered 
them and put them again in the purse, and gave it to him 

[Sunan Abu Dawud , 2/252 #2174 ] 

It is narrated that Abu Huraira(r.a) used to recite Tasbih on peeled off seeds, (such that ) 
one side of seed would be white and other side black . 



18. 

Hafidh Abdul Ghani in his Al-Kamil ,mentioned in the biography of Abu Darda 
Uwaymar that he used to recite one Lakh Tasbeehat daily ( ). 

Regarding Khalid bin Ma'dan ,it has been narrated that he used to recite Forty Thousand 
Tasbihat And apart from it Quran recitation too .When he would put down the tasbih 
before going to bath ,then his fingers would be still moving like that (like while moving 
the beads) ( ). 

Anyhow , we know that One lakh or even Forty thousand Tasbihat cannot be counted on 
fingers .For that some metre(scale) is must required .-And Allah knows the best . 



19. 

Abu Muslim Khawlani had a Tasbih . One night he woke up while his Tasbih was in his 
hand . And suddenly he saw that ,the Tasbih ( by itself ) started moving in his hand and 
was reciting Tasbih . Abu Muslim Khawlani became attentive towards it and (heard that) 
it was reciting ' Subhanaka Ya Munbitan-Nabaat ,wa Ya Da'i-massabaat ' . He called his 
wife and said ' O Umm Muslim ! Come here and see this amazing and strange thing ! ' 



1 . [ Also in Shadhrat-az-Zahab , 2/118] 

2 . [ Tarikh Damishq , 16/201, Mukhtasar Tarikh Damisbq 7/394; AI-Hilyah,S/210 ; 

Tahdhib ul Kamal ,8/173 ; Al-Kashif ,1/369 # 1354 ; Ibn Rajab -Jami al Ulum wal Hikam,2/517] 



His wife came and saw with her eyes that Tasbih was moving by itself and reciting . 
When she came and sat ,the Tasbih stopped ( moving and reciting ) . 



Abu Shaykh , Al-Azmah , 5/1730 

Abu Muhammad Khallal , Karamat il Awliya ,1/16 # 35 

Ibn Asakir, Tarikh al Damishq, 27/217 

Ibn Kathir ,AI-Bidayah wan Nihaya , 9/347 



20. 

Shaykh Arif Billah Umar Bazzar narrates , "That Tasbeeh which Abu al Wafa Abdur 
Rahman had given to Sayyadi Shaykh Mohiuddin Abdul Qadir Jilani Quddas Allahu 
Arwahum ,when he would put it on earth it used to move(turn) by itself and would recite 
tasbih bead by bead ." 



21. 

Qadhi Ahmed bin Khilkan writes in Wafayat al Flan that , One day a Tasbih was seen in 
the hand of Junayd bin Muhammad (rh) . So he was asked ' Inspite of this honor and 
status of yours, you still keep a Tasbih in your hand ?' He replied , ' How can I keep that 
apart from myself ,by means of which I reached my Lord ?' . 
In this regard , a continous Hadith(Chain) has also reached to me . And it is this : 

" Reported to me my Shaykh Abu Abdullah Muhammad ,and I saw a Tasbih in his hand 
. He said " Reported to me Abul Abbas Ahmed bin Abi al Mahasin and I saw a Tasbih in 
his hand ,He said " Reported to me Abu Muhammad Yusuf bin Farj and I saw a Tasbih in 
his hand , He said , " Reported to me My Father ,and I saw a Tasbih in his hand ,He said 
" I read upon Abu al Fadhl bin Nasir and I saw Tasbih in his hand , He said " I read upon 
Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Ahmed Samarqandi and I saw a Tasbih in his hand , I 
said to him , " I heard from Muhamamd bin Ali Sulmi and I saw a Tasbih in his hand . He 
said , " Yes, I saw Abu Nasr Abdul Wahab al Muqri and I saw Tasbih in his hand . He 
said " I saw Abul Hasan Ali bin Hasan Soofi and I saw a Tasbih in his hand , He said " I 
heard from Abul Hasan Malki and I saw a Tasbih in his hand , I said , " O Ustadh ! Do 
you still keep(use) Tasbih ? 

He said , " Similarly I saw my Ustadh Junayd , Tasbih was in his hand' , I said " O 
Ustadh ! Do you still keep a Tasbih ?. He said " Similarly I saw my Ustadh Sirri Saqati 
(Rh) , he had Tasbih in his hand . I said " O Ustadh Do you still keep a Tasbih ? He said , 
" Similarly I saw my Ustadh Ma'roof Karkhi , he had a Tasbih in his hand . I asked him 



the same question which you asked me to which he replied , " I saw Bishr al Hafi , he had 
Tasbih in his hand . Then I asked him the same question which you asked me to which he 
replied , " Similarly I saw my Ustadh Hasan Basri that he had Tasbih in his hand . I said 
" Inspite of your high status/honor and beauty of worship you have Tasbih in your hand 
?" . He replied " We do not like to abandon it in the ending ,that which we have used in 
the beginning . I recite Tasbih from Heart , Hand and Tongue " . 

If the Tasbeeh was not according to these Ahlullah , then they would not include it in 
their view(Maslak) and way . From this perspective , its importance can be evaluated and 
its emphasis is known Moreover the Tasbih reminds us of Allah . Whenever someone sees 
the Tasbeeh ,he remembers Allah . This is the greatest benefit of Tasbih . This is why some 
pious predecessors ( Salaf as Saliheen ) have (metaphorically) interpreted it as the 
'Connecting cord ' * [ * Or Umbilical Cord ] . 

Its another benefit is that , always the slave keeps remembering Allah . Whenever he casts 
his glance on the Tasbih ,he gets inclined towards the Rememberance of Allah . 
According to this , how blessed is this Tasbih that it inclines the person towards 
persistent Zikr . Some have named it as ' Link(connection) of Hearts ' . 



22. 

A trustworthy individual narrated to me that , he was with a caravan on the way to Bayt 
ul Muqaddas .A group of Arab Robbers surrounded the entire caravan and removed their 
clothes Alongwith them they undressed me too .When they removed my Turban 
(Amamah) , a Tasbih came out of it .When they saw that this person( i,e me) is Sahib-e- 
Tasbih ( Possessor/User of Tasbih) they returned my belongings to me and I safely 
returned my home .This is the benefit and blessings of Tasbih that , both the wordly and 
religious benefits are combined in it . 

From Salaf or Khalaf , it is not transmitted by any of them that they prohibited the use of 
Tasbih .Rather most of them used to have Tasbih in their hands .They would recite 
Tasbih on beads and didn't consider it Disliked (makruh) . 

A person who was using the Tasbih was asked , " Do you count Tasbih on Allah ? " 
He replied , " I count Tasbih ' for ' Allah ." 

(For) The Tasbeehat mentioned in the Ahadith , they cannot be counted on fingers , Even 
if tried then the Khushu' (humility) will not remain in it . Whereas the purpose (intent) of 
Tasbih is Humililty (submissiveness) only . And Allah knows the best . 



23. 



Bakr bin Khanees narrates from a Man that Abu Muslim Khawlani had a Tasbih on 
which he used to do Tasbih of Allah. One night he woke up while his Tasbih was in his 
hand . And suddenly he saw that ,the Tasbih ( by itself ) started moving in his hand and 
was reciting Tasbih . Abu Muslim Khawlani became attentive towards it and (heard that) 
it was reciting ' Subhanaka Ya Munbitan-Nabaat ,wa Ya Da'i-massabaat ' . He called his 
wife and said ' O Umm Muslim ! Come here and see this amazing and strange thing ! ' 
.His wife came and saw with her eyes that Tasbih was moving itself and reciting . When 
she came and sat ,the Tasbih stopped ( moving and reciting ) . 

[ Ibn Asakir, Tarikh al Damishq , 27/217 ] 
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